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A strong supporter of Radio Free Eu-

rope, President Havel invited this U.S. 
international broadcaster to move to 
Prague, offering the former Czecho-
slovak Parliament building as a head-
quarters for them. And when some 
questioned the broadcaster’s role after 
the fall of communism, Havel stated: 

We need your professionalism and your 
ability to see events from a broad perspec-
tive. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield as much time as he 
might consume to the gentleman. 

Mr. ROYCE. Havel’s zeal for liber-
ating oppressed people did not diminish 
in later years, when he continued to 
advocate for democratic reforms in 
places such as Belarus, Burma, Cuba, 
and Iran. 

In reference to his role as a demo-
cratic activist, Havel simply wrote: 

We never decided to become dissidents. We 
simply went ahead and did certain things 
that we felt we ought to do, that seemed de-
cent for us to do, nothing more nor less. 

The legacy of this freedom fighter 
serves as an inspiration for peaceful, 
democratic activists today. It is fit-
ting, therefore, for us to pass this reso-
lution and provide for a bust of Václav 
Havel to be displayed in the Capitol 
Building, the workplace of our great 
democracy. There alongside similar 
images of the great champions of free-
dom—Winston Churchill, Louis 
Kossuth, Raoul Wallenberg—his statue 
will remind future generations of the 
impact one man can have in the ad-
vancement and in the protection of lib-
erty. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the 
original cosponsors of this resolution, 
as well: Majority Leader CANTOR, Mi-
nority Leader PELOSI, Majority Whip 
MCCARTHY, Minority Whip HOYER, Ap-
propriations Chairman ROGERS and 
Ranking Member LOWEY, and the rank-
ing member of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, ELIOT ENGEL, with whom I 
worked particularly closely in trying 
to advance the values of Václav Havel. 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, we want 
to thank Mr. ROYCE, the chairman of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee, for in-
troducing this resolution and pro-
moting the idea of having a bust of 
Václav Havel in the U.S. Capitol. We 
completely agree with his motivation 
and the words that he has shared with 
us today. 

With that, I urge unanimous support 
for this resolution, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, I would simply close by say-
ing Václav Havel passed away on De-
cember 18, 2011, in the Czech Republic. 
He was 75 years old. And what an in-
credible life this man led, and I think 
certainly displaying his bust in the 
United States Capitol is certainly an 
appropriate and fitting tribute. So I 
would urge my colleagues, as well, to 
unanimously support this resolution. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the extraordinary Mr. Václav 
Havel who died in 2011 at the age of 75. 

Mr. Havel will forever be remembered as a 
defender of democracy and human rights in 
the former Soviet Union, having fought against 
communism and repression throughout the 
Cold War. Mr. Havel played a central role in 
the 1989 Velvet Revolution that ultimately 
paved the way toward democratic governance 
in the Czech Republic. 

Mr. Havel went on to serve as the first post- 
communist President of the Czech Republic. 
His leadership and vision helped lay the 
groundwork for the country’s prominent stand-
ing in our democratic community of nations. 

I join my colleagues in support of this bipar-
tisan resolution. 

It is time that we honor Mr. Havel’s legacy 
by allowing his bust alongside those of Abra-
ham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, Jr., Raoul 
Wallenberg, Sir Winston Churchill, and So-
journer Truth in the U.S. Capitol. Their busts 
serve as a timeless celebration of some of our 
most cherished human rights defenders. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge your support. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as we 

stand here today in this chamber as Members 
of the People’s House sworn to support and 
defend the Constitution of the United States 
and the ideals enshrined therein—freedom 
and democracy—it would only be fitting that 
we honor the life and legacy of a man who 
embodied those ideals. 

Authorizing a bust of Václav Havel to be for-
ever memorialized in these hallowed halls of 
the United States Capitol alongside some of 
the world’s greatest voices for freedom, equal 
rights, and human dignity would be an apro-
pos testament to a man who was a tireless 
advocate for liberty, human rights and for the 
right of self-determination for the people of 
Czechoslovakia. 

It was Václav’s unwavering commitment to 
his country and to democracy that inspired 
generations to rise up and break free from 
decades of communist rule. 

But the fervor for which he opposed ruthless 
dictators wasn’t limited to just Eastern Europe, 
but to wherever they may be. 

His support of the people of my homeland, 
Cuba, meant a great deal and revealed 
Václav’s true nature. 

Václav advocated for the rights, dignity, and 
liberation of the Cuban people and created the 
International Committee for Democracy in 
Cuba in order to increase the visibility of the 
plight of the Cuban people and generate glob-
al support for freedom and democracy on the 
island. 

I was honored to have authored the House 
Resolution in 2012 that celebrated the life and 
legacy of Václav Havel after his passing, and 
I stand here today to express my utmost sup-
port for H. Res. 506. 

Every time we will see his bust in the Cap-
itol will serve as a reminder that we must 
never give up the struggle against tyranny and 
oppression—and that is how we will forever 
honor the memory of Václav Havel. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. 
MILLER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 506. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 

rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONDEMNING VIOLATION OF 
UKRAINIAN SOVEREIGNTY, INDE-
PENDENCE, AND TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 499) condemning the 
violation of Ukrainian sovereignty, 
independence, and territorial integrity 
by military forces of the Russian Fed-
eration, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 499 

Whereas the United States has been 
strongly committed to the sovereignty, 
democratic development, and prosperity of 
Ukraine since it secured its independence 
from the Soviet Union in 1991; 

Whereas on January 29, 2014, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of 
Representatives agreed to House Resolution 
447, supporting the democratic and European 
aspirations of the people of Ukraine and 
their right to choose their own future free of 
intimidation and fear, which resolution was 
agreed to by the House of Representatives on 
February 10, 2014; 

Whereas the Ukrainian people have the 
right to freely determine their future, in-
cluding their country’s relationship with 
other countries and international organiza-
tions, without interference, intimidation, or 
coercion by other countries; 

Whereas closer relations with Europe hold 
out the prospect of a more stable and pros-
perous Ukraine, which would be of benefit to 
all countries, including Russia; 

Whereas the military intervention by the 
Russian Federation in Crimea is a violation 
of Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence, and 
territorial integrity; 

Whereas this military intervention is a 
violation of international law, including the 
Russian Federation’s obligations under the 
United Nations Charter; 

Whereas this military intervention is a 
violation of the Russian Federation’s obliga-
tions under the 1994 Budapest Memorandum 
on Security Assurances, in which it pledged 
to respect the independence and sovereignty 
and the existing borders of Ukraine and to 
refrain from the threat or use of force 
against the territorial integrity or political 
independence of Ukraine; 

Whereas by its military intervention in 
Ukraine, the Russian Federation has vio-
lated the provisions of the Helsinki Final 
Act Declaration of Principles Regarding Re-
lations Between Participating States of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe; 

Whereas the Russian Federation’s military 
intervention in Crimea represents a reckless 
escalation of its long-standing efforts to 
pressure Ukraine through political, diplo-
matic, and economic means to reduce its ties 
to Europe and the West and force it into a 
closer association with Russia, including 
through the establishment of a Eurasian 
Union; 

Whereas the Russian Federation has used 
and is continuing to use coercive economic 
measures, including the manipulation of en-
ergy prices and supplies, and trade restric-
tions to place political pressure on Ukraine 
and other countries in the region; 
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Whereas the Government of Ukraine has 

exercised extraordinary restraint to date in 
response to the use of force against it on its 
territory; 

Whereas the instability in Ukraine has 
forced 230 Peace Corps volunteers to leave 
Ukraine; and 

Whereas the immediate deployment of 
international monitors from either the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope or the United Nations to Crimea and in 
other Ukrainian regions would provide trans-
parency and objective reporting regarding 
threats of violence and military activity, 
and regarding civil and political rights, and 
also enhance the security of the Ukrainian 
people in all regions: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) condemns the violation of Ukrainian 
sovereignty, independence, and territorial 
integrity by military forces of the Russian 
Federation; 

(2) states that the military intervention by 
the Russian Federation— 

(A) is in breach of its obligations under the 
United Nations Charter; 

(B) is in violation of the 1994 Budapest 
Memorandum on Security Assurances, in 
which it pledged to respect the independence 
and sovereignty and the existing borders of 
Ukraine and to refrain from the threat of use 
of force against the territorial integrity or 
political independence of Ukraine; and 

(C) poses a threat to international peace 
and security; 

(3) calls on the Russian Federation to re-
move all of its military forces from 
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula, other than 
those operating in strict accordance with its 
1997 agreement on the Status and Conditions 
of the Black Sea Fleet Stationing on the 
Territory of Ukraine, and to refrain from in-
terference in all regions of Ukraine, includ-
ing by ending its support of separatist and 
paramilitary forces in Crimea; 

(4) declares that the Ukrainian people have 
the right to determine their own future free 
from outside interference; 

(5) commends the Ukrainian Government 
for its continued restraint and avoidance of 
military provocations; 

(6) calls on the Ukrainian Government to 
continue to protect the rights of all minority 
populations within Ukraine and make clear 
that it represents all Ukrainian citizens; 

(7) calls on all Ukrainians to respect the le-
gitimate government authorities in all parts 
of Ukraine, including in eastern and south-
ern Ukraine, as well as to respect all Ukrain-
ian laws and the Constitution of Ukraine; 

(8) calls for the deployment of independent 
monitors from the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe in Crimea and 
other areas of Ukraine; 

(9) calls on NATO allies and European 
Union member states to immediately sus-
pend military cooperation with Russia, in-
cluding restricting sales to the Russian gov-
ernment of lethal and non-lethal military 
equipment that might be used to support fur-
ther aggression in Ukraine or elsewhere in 
the region; 

(10) calls upon the President and the lead-
ers of other democratic states to boycott the 
G-8 summit in Sochi, Russia, to convene a G- 
7 summit in June 2014 outside of Russia that 
does not include Russia, and to consider ex-
pelling Russia from the group, given its 
record of international aggression, domestic 
repression, and human rights records that 
are inconsistent with democratic standards; 

(11) calls on the Administration to work 
with our European allies and other countries 
to impose visa, financial, trade, and other 
sanctions on senior Russian Federation offi-
cials, Russian and Ukranian oligarchs and 
others complicit in Russia’s intervention and 

interference in Ukraine, majority state- 
owned banks and commercial organizations, 
and other state agencies, as appropriate; 

(12) states that the United States should 
participate with its European allies, other 
countries, and international organizations in 
a coordinated effort to provide the Ukrainian 
government with financial, economic, and 
technical assistance, including asset recov-
ery, to assist a domestic economic recovery 
program that includes fundamental reforms 
and effective anti-corruption measures; 

(13) calls on the United States, its Euro-
pean allies, and other countries and inter-
national organizations to provide assistance 
to ensure that new elections scheduled for 
May 2014 are free, fair, and in full accordance 
with international standards; 

(14) calls on the United States and its Eu-
ropean allies, other countries, and inter-
national organizations to develop a long- 
term strategy to support economic develop-
ment and reform in Ukraine, including 
through enhanced relationships with West-
ern countries, organizations and institu-
tions; 

(15) calls on Ukraine and European coun-
tries and former Soviet Republics to support 
energy diversification initiatives to reduce 
Russian control of energy exports, including 
by promoting energy efficiency and reverse 
natural gas flows from Western Europe, and 
calls on the United States to promote in-
creased natural gas exports and energy effi-
ciency; 

(16) supports efforts by Ukraine to achieve 
energy independence; 

(17) supports efforts by Ukraine to improve 
transparency, combat corruption, and pro-
tect individual rights through an inde-
pendent judiciary and strong rule of law; and 

(18) affirms the right of all countries in the 
region to exercise their sovereign rights 
within their internationally recognized bor-
ders free from outside intervention and to 
conduct their foreign policy in accordance 
with their determination of the best inter-
ests of their peoples. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
KEATING) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 

Res. 499, a very important declaration 
of support for the people of Ukraine in 
this time of peril. This measure con-
demns Russia’s unprovoked aggression 
in clear and in unmistakable terms. 
The U.S. has a strong interest in a 
democratic and prosperous Ukraine 
and a Ukraine with its territorial in-
tegrity intact. 

I would like to take this time to rec-
ognize, also, Ranking Member ENGEL 
for coauthoring this bipartisan resolu-
tion, and I would also like to thank the 
members of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs for their work to strengthen 

this resolution at last week’s markup 
where it passed unanimously. 

This resolution is an important part 
of the larger effort to aid Ukraine and 
impose real costs on Russia, to give 
Russia something to weigh in the bal-
ance, something to take into account 
for its unacceptable action in the Cri-
mea section of Ukraine. 

Among other resolves, the resolution 
condemns the violation of Ukrainian 
sovereignty, independence, and terri-
torial integrity by military forces of 
the Russian Federation, and it declares 
that the Ukrainian people have the 
right to determine their own future 
free from outside interference. 

Importantly, the resolution calls on 
the administration to work with our 
allies to impose visa, financial, and 
other sanctions, as appropriate. Rus-
sia’s actions cannot go unchallenged. 

To show Moscow how isolated its ag-
gression has made it, world leaders are 
speaking out. Today, the House of Rep-
resentatives is joining those voices. 
Ukraine’s new government is con-
fronting an economic and financial cri-
sis brought on by years of mismanage-
ment and corruption by previous gov-
ernment officials, and it is doing this 
while under military invasion and eco-
nomic coercion by neighboring Russia. 

The new government in Kiev cannot 
succeed without strong and rapid sup-
port by the international community. 
Last week, the House acted quickly on 
a loan guarantee provision. This is con-
ditioned on Ukraine’s undertaking fun-
damental economic reforms to stabilize 
its economy. 

Addressing Ukraine’s energy security 
must be part of our response here. 
While the United States recently be-
came the world’s largest producer of 
natural gas, Russia is still the largest 
exporter. Moscow freely uses its energy 
resources to advance its foreign policy 
goals, including by blackmailing coun-
tries which are dependent on Russia. 

Russia has repeatedly used its nat-
ural gas to pressure Ukraine economi-
cally and politically. It recently an-
nounced that it will significantly hike 
its prices, a deliberate effort to squeeze 
Ukraine in order to worsen its current 
economic crisis and to control it politi-
cally. 

Fortunately, we have a readily avail-
able option to help counter this threat, 
namely, reducing the current impedi-
ments to exports of American natural 
gas to Ukraine. While Vladimir Putin 
is selling oil and gas around the world, 
we still maintain major restrictions on 
selling our energy to all but a handful 
of countries. 

We should end these self-imposed 
sanctions on our energy exports to 
Ukraine. This would undermine Putin’s 
influence. It would bolster our allies 
throughout Europe and create jobs at 
home. 

I urge all Members to support this 
important measure, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, DC, March 7, 2014. 

Hon. ED ROYCE, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, Ray-

burn House Office Building, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE, I am writing with 
respect to H. Res. 499, ‘‘Condemning the vio-
lation of Ukrainian sovereignty, independ-
ence, and territorial integrity by military 
forces of the Russian Federation.’’ As a re-
sult of your having consulted with us on pro-
visions in H. Res. 499 that fall within the 
Rule X jurisdiction of the Committee on the 
Judiciary, I agree to discharge our Com-
mittee from further consideration of this 
resolution that it may proceed expeditiously 
to the House floor for consideration. 

The Judiciary Committee takes this action 
with our mutual understanding that by fore-
going consideration of H. Res. 499 at this 
time, we do not waive any jurisdiction over 
subject matter contained in this or similar 
legislation, and that our Committee will be 
appropriately consulted and involved as this 
resolution or similar legislation moves for-
ward so that we may address any remaining 
issues in our jurisdiction. 

I would appreciate a response to this letter 
confirming this understanding with respect 
to H. Res. 499, and would ask that a copy of 
our exchange of letters on this matter be in-
cluded in the Congressional Record during 
Floor consideration of H. Res. 499. 

Sincerely, 
BOB GOODLATTE, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, March 7, 2014. 
Hon. BOB GOODLATTE, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, Ray-

burn House Office Building, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN GOODLATTE: Thank you for 
agreeing to be discharged from further con-
sideration of H. Res. 499, condemning the 
violation of Ukrainian sovereignty, inde-
pendence, and territorial integrity by mili-
tary forces of the Russian Federation. 

I agree that your forgoing further action 
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, or prejudice its ju-
risdictional prerogatives on this resolution 
or similar legislation in the future. 

I will seek to place our letters on H. Res. 
499 into the Congressional Record during 
floor consideration of the resolution. I appre-
ciate your cooperation regarding this legis-
lation and look forward to continuing to 
work with the Committee on the Judiciary 
as this measure moves through the legisla-
tive process. 

Sincerely, 
EDWARD R. ROYCE, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS, 

Washington, DC, March 7, 2014. 
Hon. EDWARD R. ROYCE, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, Ray-

burn House Office Building, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE: I am writing con-
cerning H. Res. 499, ‘‘Condemning the viola-
tion of Ukrainian sovereignty, independence, 
and territorial integrity by military forces 
of the Russian Federation,’’ which was favor-
ably reported out of your Committee on 
March 6, 2014. 

As you know, H. Res. 499 has been referred 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. In 
order to expedite floor consideration of the 
resolution, the Committee on Ways and 

Means will forgo action on H. Res. 499. This 
is being done with the understanding that it 
does not in any way prejudice the Committee 
with respect to the appointment of conferees 
or its jurisdictional prerogatives on this or 
similar legislation. 

I would appreciate your response to this 
letter, confirming this understanding with 
respect to H. Res. 499, and would ask that a 
copy of our exchange of letters on this mat-
ter be included in the Congressional Record 
during Floor consideration. 

Sincerely, 
DAVE CAMP, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, March 10, 2014. 
Hon. DAVE CAMP, 
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means, 

Longworth House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN CAMP: Thank you for 
agreeing to be discharged from further con-
sideration of H. Res. 499, condemning the 
violation of Ukrainian sovereignty, inde-
pendence, and territorial integrity by mili-
tary forces of the Russian Federation. 

I agree that your forgoing further action 
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, or prejudice its 
jurisdictional prerogatives on this resolution 
or similar legislation in the future. 

I will seek to place our letters on H. Res. 
499 into the Congressional Record during 
floor consideration of the resolution. I appre-
ciate your cooperation regarding this legis-
lation and look forward to continuing to 
work with the Committee on Ways and 
Means as this measure moves through the 
legislative process. 

Sincerely, 
EDWARD R. ROYCE, 

Chairman. 

b 1600 
Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself whatever time I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to express 

my strong support of H. Res. 499, a res-
olution that condemns the recent vio-
lation of Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity by Russia. 

I want to begin by thanking Chair-
man ROYCE for his leadership on this 
issue, as well as Ranking Member 
ENGEL, and for their introducing this 
resolution. 

As the ranking member on the Sub-
committee on Europe, Eurasia, and 
Emerging Threats, I, along with Leader 
PELOSI and Whip HOYER and my col-
leagues on the Ukrainian Caucus and 
the Foreign Affairs Committee, have 
watched the developments in Ukraine 
with concern, particularly over the last 
9 months. 

Long before the Vilnius Summit and 
then-President Yanukovych’s surprise 
announcement in November that he 
would not sign an Association Agree-
ment with the EU, our administration 
noted with concern the pressure ex-
erted over Ukrainian authorities to act 
against the interests of their own peo-
ple. 

It began with Russian threats of 
trade embargo and gas supply cutoffs 
in Ukraine if they signed the Associa-
tion Agreement. 

After peaceful demonstrators took to 
the streets in subzero temperatures, 

chilling cold, risking their own well- 
being in Kiev to protest the decision, 
Russia threatened to withhold billions 
of dollars in promised financial assist-
ance if Yanukovych did not crack down 
on it. 

In mid-February dozens of peaceful 
protesters were tragically killed by 
Ukrainian special police receiving or-
ders from then-President Yanukovych. 

Now, under the most disingenuous of 
pretexts, Russian President Putin has 
ordered his troops to invade an inde-
pendent, sovereign country in blatant 
violation of international law. Enough 
is enough. We must stand with the peo-
ple of Ukraine at this critical moment. 

The people of Ukraine, and the people 
of all countries in the region, and 
throughout the world for that matter, 
have the right to determine their own 
future free of pressure, free of threats. 
As Ukrainians attempt to chart out 
their own course, they should know 
that the United States stands with 
them and that we are committed to 
helping them build a more democratic, 
prosperous, secure, and just Ukraine. 

Before I go any further, I would like 
to commend the administration, and in 
particular Secretary Kerry, Assistant 
Secretary Nuland, Ambassador Pyatt, 
and the women and men of our Em-
bassy in Kiev, who have worked so tire-
lessly throughout this crisis to support 
the democratic aspirations of Ukrain-
ian people. 

I witnessed them work tirelessly dur-
ing this effort, not letting 2 days go by 
without imploring the leadership in 
Ukraine to move forward. I noticed the 
Vice President interceding virtually 3 
times a week in that same effort. So I 
welcome the administration’s initial 
actions in response to Russia’s inva-
sion of Crimea, including the an-
nouncement of an executive order au-
thorizing visa bans and sanctions on 
individuals and entities responsible for 
activities threatening Ukraine’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity. 

If Russia continues to refuse to pull 
back troops to its bases, there must be 
further consequences. These con-
sequences must be severe, including 
trade and economic sanctions and ex-
pulsion from the G8. This resolution 
puts President Putin on notice that his 
reckless actions will have con-
sequences. It calls on him to accept 
international monitors in Crimea and 
return his troops to its bases. It makes 
clear our support for meaningful assist-
ance to Ukraine and to Ukraine’s in-
terim government. 

Therefore, I call on all my colleagues 
to support this House resolution, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. HOLDING), a member of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to first thank Chairman ROYCE 
and Ranking Member ENGEL for their 
leadership on this issue in the Foreign 
Affairs Committee. 

The situation in Ukraine continues 
to be grim. Now is the time to support 
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those who strive for democracy. In-
cluded in H. Res. 499 is an amendment 
I offered in committee to strengthen 
the language expressing the support of 
the House to work with our partners in 
the Ukraine to improve transparency, 
combat corruption, and protect indi-
vidual rights through an independent 
judiciary and strong rule of law. 

This resolution, Mr. Speaker, is an 
important first step, but there is more 
we must do to address Russia’s viola-
tion of Ukraine’s sovereignty. 

I hope to work with the chairman 
and the ranking member to quickly 
pass a strong package of sanctions that 
targets those responsible for the inva-
sion of Crimea and lets Russia know 
that annexation of Crimea or any part 
of Ukraine is not an option. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution. 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time, I would like to yield to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN), a 
leader and a voice for Ukraine’s strong 
move to democracy, a person who is co-
chair of the Ukrainian Caucus and a 
person who is committed to Ukraine 
and is one of the strongest voices here 
in the U.S. for that. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of this important resolution 
supporting the people of Ukraine and 
condemning the violation of Ukrainian 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, and 
independence by Russia. 

Unified, bipartisan American support 
is needed now more than ever as the 
Ukrainian people and their freedom are 
under threat from Russian aggression. 

Last week, the House spoke with one 
voice and took a critical step in sup-
port of Ukraine by passing a loan guar-
antee bill. This resolution is another 
positive step. 

Mr. Putin’s military incursion into 
Crimea is a blatant violation of Rus-
sian obligations under a number of 
multilateral agreements. It demands a 
strong response, and the administra-
tion and Congress have responded ac-
cordingly. 

In addition to condemning Russia’s 
military occupation to Crimea, this 
resolution supports the Obama admin-
istration’s efforts to provide U.S. and 
international financial assistance to 
Ukraine. 

It also supports the administration’s 
work with our European allies to im-
pose targeted financial, travel, and 
trade sanctions on Russian officials 
and institutions responsible for viola-
tions of international law. 

The Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, 
which I cochair, has always operated in 
a spirit of bipartisanship with much 
success. This has been especially true 
since the crisis in Ukraine began, be-
cause supporting fundamental human 
rights and democracy in Ukraine and 
opposing illegal efforts by one country 
to dominate another, all of this should 
not be partisan issues. 

In closing, I urge the House to once 
again speak with one voice in support 
of Ukraine and pass this resolution. 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Michigan for his 
comments. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 

minutes to the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. MESSER). 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of this important bipartisan 
resolution. I want to commend Chair-
man ROYCE and Ranking Member 
ENGEL for bringing this measure for-
ward. 

The United States has been com-
mitted to Ukraine’s prosperity and sov-
ereignty since it gained independence 
in 1991. There has never been a more 
critical time to reaffirm this commit-
ment than right now. 

President Putin’s unilateral decision 
to expand Russia’s military operations 
in Ukraine was made with the calcula-
tion that the world would respond with 
words, not deeds. He was wrong. The 
world must send a clear message to 
Russia that there will be real con-
sequences for these violations of inter-
national laws. 

Failure to deter Russia’s aggression 
will embolden President Putin to con-
tinue seeking illegitimate power and 
further threaten stability in this im-
portant region of the world. Just as im-
portantly, failure to act would em-
bolden bullies in other areas of the 
world who are no doubt watching. 

This resolution calls for strong ac-
tion by the United States, such as sus-
pending military cooperation with Rus-
sia, boycotting the G8 summit, and im-
posing sanctions on those involved in 
this breach of international law. Amer-
ica should also take this opportunity 
to expand energy production and en-
ergy exports to send a clear message to 
Ukraine, Russia, and our allies that 
America will not allow Russia to use 
its energy resources to intimidate the 
world. 

These actions are necessary to show 
Russia and the rest of the world that 
the United States will not sit on the 
sidelines when people are being used as 
political pawns by so-called leaders 
seeking to enhance their own power by 
the use of force. 

I urge our colleagues to support this 
important resolution and demonstrate 
to friend and foe alike that America 
still stands for freedom and the ability 
of people everywhere to determine 
their own destiny, not have that des-
tiny determined for them by threats, 
intimidation, and military might. 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, this is 
important, not just with what the reso-
lution says; it is important how we say 
it as a country. We are gathered here 
today, and it is no surprise in this 
Chamber that from time to time we do 
not see eye to eye on issues. This im-
portant matter has brought both sides 
together, Republican House Members 
standing shoulder to shoulder with 
Democrats, joining with the other 
Chamber, the Senate, both Democrats 
and Republicans alike with one voice 
with the administration. 

It was only a few weeks ago that I 
was in Munich and had the opportunity 
to sit down with Vitali Klitschko, who 
has been in the midst of all this move 
for democracy, and, tragically, in the 
midst of all the violence and killing 
that has occurred. He spoke with sin-
cerity and passion over what his people 
are going through right now. He spoke 
about his country’s need to be a free 
people with a rule of law, stamping out 
corruption and moving forward in a 
democratic fashion. He asked that the 
U.S. speak as well. With this resolu-
tion, we have the opportunity to speak 
in one united, loud, determined voice 
for democracy. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, the new Prime Minister 

of Ukraine will visit Capitol Hill to-
morrow, and this resolution is a strong 
show of support in the House. It shows 
we will support the people of Ukraine 
as they try to build a democratic coun-
try, a country that is more prosperous, 
a country that is free of illegitimate 
outside influence. It also sends a clear 
message to the leaders and elites in 
Russia that annexation of territory in 
a neighboring state will not extend 
Russia’s influence but will instead lead 
to political and economic isolation. 

Let me also speak to the issue of 
Russia’s state-controlled gas company, 
Gazprom. 
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They have just threatened to cut off 
supplies to Ukraine. This is not new. In 
the past, disputes over natural gas sup-
plies and prices and debts have resulted 
in Russia shutting off the pipelines in 
Ukraine in January of 2006 and in Jan-
uary of 2009, not surprisingly, in the 
middle of the winter, when they would 
inflict the most damage. 

These actions also hit several coun-
tries in Europe, which are heavily de-
pendent on Russian gas that transits 
by pipeline through Ukraine. Those 
countries are Hungary, Poland, the 
Slovak Republic, and Romania. This 
shortfall would reverberate throughout 
Europe. 

I believe it is very important that we 
pass this resolution out today. 

I continue to reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time, I yield to the gentlelady from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR), the cochair of the 
Ukrainian Caucus. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the ranking member for allowing me 
this time. 

I want to commend the committee of 
jurisdiction for bringing this bill before 
our body in a very timely manner. I am 
very proud of our country, the standard 
bearer for liberty across this world. 

We as a Congress, in this House in 
particular, are in the leadership role of 
standing up for people in another sov-
ereign nation who seek to have the 
same freedoms that we enjoy. These 
freedoms are hard earned. 
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This resolution today, H.R. 499, al-

lows Congress to take the next steps to 
our firm and continued commitment to 
Ukrainian sovereignty, territorial in-
tegrity, and democratic advancement 
so Ukraine can become the great bor-
derland nation she is destined to be. 

Additionally, H.R. 499 accompanies 
H. Res. 447, which this House passed on 
January 29 and on which those of us 
here on the floor today were original 
cosponsors. 

The Russian Federation’s military 
invasion of Crimea is a clear violation 
of every treaty and agreement to which 
she is a part, including her membership 
in the United Nations and its 5-member 
permanent Security Council. 

Russia’s action is not only a viola-
tion of Ukraine’s territorial integrity, 
but also the 1994 Budapest Accord and 
a complete breach of obligations under 
the United Nations charter. 

The United States continues to con-
demn those violations. We call on Rus-
sia to immediately withdraw all mili-
tary forces from Crimea. No two na-
tions should shed bloodshed anymore 
that have the histories of Ukraine and 
Russia. 

We call on the Obama administration 
and our European allies to impose fi-
nancial, trade, and visa sanctions in in-
creasing severity on those in Russia re-
sponsible for this travesty. 

I urge my colleagues to fully support 
House Resolution 499, and I wish to 
thank the Ukrainian Caucus founded 
by Members here today, especially 
Congressman SANDER LEVIN of Michi-
gan, who has fought at our side for so 
many decades in word and deed for the 
freedom of Ukraine. 

I want to thank the chairman of the 
committee, Mr. ED ROYCE of California, 
for his continued leadership and vigi-
lance, and Congressman BILL KEATING 
of Massachusetts for allowing me the 
time today. 

Most Americans and people in the 
world don’t know the full history of 
Ukraine, but no place suffered more in 
the 20th century than that place, 
through forced starvation of its own 
people by the then Soviet Union, by 
the Great Terror of elimination of mil-
lions of minority groups in its borders, 
by then the invasion of the Nazis and 
the German government a while later. 

Over 14 million people were slaugh-
tered or starved to death or assas-
sinated or buried alive inside the 
boundaries of what we call greater 
Ukraine and Belarus. There is no great-
er moral obligation for the world com-
munity than to stand at Ukraine’s side 
now in her fateful hour. 

I am so very proud of our country for 
being a positive force to get a diplo-
matic resolution and a peaceful settle-
ment so the world community can 
muster full strength to stop any fur-
ther bloodshed. What a shame that 
would be in this 21st century, a century 
that should be one of democratic ad-
vancement and liberty for all. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I continue 
to reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, may I 
inquire as to how much time is remain-
ing? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts has 71⁄2 
minutes remaining. 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I also want to mention that it was 
just a few weeks ago, also, I met with 
Prime Minister Yatsenyuk, as well. We 
had time to discuss this issue. We had 
time to, again, recount the valor and 
courage of those people who took the 
streets and risked their lives. 

It is worthwhile to note that the 
Prime Minister is in Washington this 
week, and we want to commend him for 
his efforts and stand beside him. 

Mr. Speaker, at this point, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), our minority whip, 
who has taken this action forward, who 
has spoken so loudly, and has provided 
great leadership on this issue. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
congratulate Chairman ROYCE for 
bringing this bill to the floor and 
Ranking Member ENGEL, and my good 
friend from Massachusetts for his great 
leadership on this issue. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to express my 
strong support for this resolution. 
Hopefully, it will pass unanimously. 

Russian forces continue to occupy 
Crimea in gross violation of inter-
national law and binding agreements 
signed between Ukraine and Russia in 
1994 and 1997. 

Mr. Speaker, I chaired the Commis-
sion on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe from 1985 to 1995. It was an ex-
traordinary era, where the Soviet 
Union crumbled under the weight of its 
bad economic system and its political 
terrorism. It is starting to rear its ugly 
head again. 

President Obama and Secretary 
Kerry have made it very clear—and we 
need to make it very clear—that Rus-
sia cannot interfere in Ukraine without 
serious costs; and when I say, ‘‘serious 
costs,’’ I mean exactly that, it cannot 
be empty words. It cannot be ‘‘you 
ought not to.’’ It needs to be ‘‘you 
must not,’’ and ‘‘we will not allow.’’ 

Last week, the President proposed 
sanctions and travel bans against Rus-
sian leaders complicit in their mili-
tary’s intrusion into Crimea. If Russia 
were to annex Crimea, those costs 
would rise. A referendum has no legit-
imacy when there are military forces 
in the streets. 

In any event, as I said, I chaired the 
Helsinki Commission. The Helsinki 
Final Act, passed in July of 1975 and 
signed by President Ford, said em-
phatically and explicitly that borders 
cannot be changed other than by polit-
ical and peaceful means. Military in-
cursion is not an option. 

This resolution will send a powerful 
message on behalf of the American peo-
ple. The people of Ukraine who want to 
build a future based on democracy and 
freedom will hear us and be strength-
ened by our support. 

How do I know that? Because Vaclav 
Havel, the leader of Czechoslovakia, a 
Helsinki Final Act activist, spoke from 
that podium where the President of the 
United States gives the State of the 

Union and said the Helsinki Final Act 
made an extraordinary difference. 

Us speaking out will give courage 
and encouragement. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. KEATING. I yield the gentleman 
an additional minute. 

Mr. HOYER. Those who undermine 
that project and who threaten 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity or its 
economic activity will hear us as well. 

As I understand the 1994 agreement, 
Great Britain and the United States, 
two of the great powers in this world, 
said that we would protect and come to 
the aid of Ukraine when they gave up 
their nuclear weapons in consideration, 
in part, of that representation, made 
by us and made by the Russians. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to approve this 
resolution and send a strong and un-
mistakable message of solidarity with 
the people of Ukraine and of unity in 
defense of democracy in Ukraine and, 
indeed, throughout the world. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the right to close. 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

In closing, just recounting the fact 
that so many of us in this Chamber 
have the opportunity to travel, to go to 
different countries, I must say that, 
each time I go, I will look at different 
countries, and I will look at the fact 
that there is no strong rule of law, I 
will look at the fact that there are no 
human rights protections, no protec-
tions against someone’s freedom of re-
ligion, freedom of association, freedom 
of speech. 

I come back to this country, and I 
kiss the ground that we walk on and 
take for granted daily. 

I have looked at what has transpired 
in this region. I have looked at the way 
that laws were put in place in Ukraine 
and, fortunately, repealed that denied 
the right to gather together, that de-
nied the right to speak up, human 
rights violations that I found to exist, 
too, in Russia, the country that is mov-
ing in such an aggressive manner to-
wards Ukraine. 

Since 1991, the United States has 
strongly supported a democratic, pros-
perous, sovereign Ukraine. In keeping 
with this commitment, we supported a 
peaceful, negotiated resolution of the 
recent crisis there and as hundreds of 
thousands of Ukrainian citizens came 
out in the streets of Kiev and through-
out Ukraine to express their desire for 
a more democratic and just state, 
many of them risking their lives, too 
many sacrificing their lives. 

The recent selection of a new interim 
government signaled that Ukraine was 
back on a path toward stability and po-
litical and economic health; but in-
stead of gathering here to welcome this 
event, sadly, we are gathered, now, 
dealing with an international crisis in 
Crimea. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 05:17 Mar 12, 2014 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K11MR7.044 H11MRPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2273 March 11, 2014 
We must support Ukraine’s efforts. 

Their efforts are our efforts. Their 
move for democracy is the staple of our 
own government. 

I urge the entire membership to join 
with us, to join with Chairman ROYCE, 
to join with Ranking Member ENGEL, 
and the rest of this House on the reso-
lution moving forward. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I would like to begin by thanking the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
KEATING) for his work on this resolu-
tion, as well as our ranking member of 
the committee, ELIOT ENGEL of New 
York, and also recognize the long, hard 
work that Congresswoman MARCY KAP-
TUR of Ohio and Mr. GERLACH of Penn-
sylvania have put into their engage-
ment on this issue with Ukraine. 

I would also add that, if we do not 
recognize that Russia is using energy 
as a weapon, we are missing what is 
really going on in Eastern Europe and 
Central Europe. It was, in part, 
Ukraine’s reliance on Russia’s energy 
that pushed the now-deposed Ukraine 
President Yanukovych to abandon the 
trade deal with the European Union. 
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It was that attempt to pressure him, 
and he was tempted by promises of dis-
counts on natural gas. He was pres-
sured by the threat of turning off the 
valve on that gas. He was pressured to 
turn toward Russia instead of to the 
European Union. We believe that 
Ukraine should have the right to trade 
with Russia and with the European 
Union—to trade east and west and 
north to Poland and south to Moldova. 
This should be the decision of the 
Ukrainian people. 

I believe the administration must do 
far more to isolate Russia diplomati-
cally than it has to date and that the 
Treasury Department should also make 
clear that the U.S. is on the lookout 
for Russian enterprises, especially 
banks, that are involved in illicit ac-
tivities such as the transfer of stolen 
Ukrainian assets. 

We must remember that the purpose 
of our pressure on Russia is not simply 
to punish aggression and certainly not 
to escalate the confrontation but, in-
stead, to move Putin toward a resolu-
tion that protects the independence 
and the territorial integrity of 
Ukraine. That is the goal that all of us 
share, and I urge all Members to sup-
port H. Res. 499 and to stand with the 
people of Ukraine. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

speak about the escalating situation in 
Ukraine. Russia’s military occupation of Cri-
mea is a blatant violation of Ukraine’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity, and a breach 
of international law. The United States and our 
allies must support the Ukrainian people and 
use all diplomatic and economic options avail-
able to address Russia’s dangerous actions 
and unprovoked aggression. That is why I 

strongly support H. Res. 499, a resolution stat-
ing that Russia must immediately withdraw its 
military from Ukraine, adhere to international 
law and respect Ukrainian sovereignty. 

The people of Ukraine must be able to exer-
cise their sovereign, democratic right to decide 
their own future without interference or intimi-
dation from Russia. As a member of the Con-
gressional Ukrainian Caucus, I will continue 
working with my colleagues to explore op-
tions—including banking sanctions, visa bans 
and freezing assets of officials—to move 
President Putin toward a peaceful resolution 
that ends this crisis and protects Ukraine’s 
rights and borders. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 499, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

EQUITABLE ACCESS TO CARE AND 
HEALTH ACT 

Mr. SCHOCK. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1814) to amend section 5000A of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
provide an additional religious exemp-
tion from the individual health cov-
erage mandate. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1814 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Equitable 
Access to Care and Health Act’’ or the 
‘‘EACH Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ADDITIONAL RELIGIOUS EXEMPTION TO 

HEALTH COVERAGE MANDATE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section 

5000A(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) ADDITIONAL RELIGIOUS EXEMPTION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Such term shall not in-

clude an individual for any month during a 
taxable year if such individual files a sworn 
statement, as part of the return of tax for 
the taxable year, that the individual was not 
covered under minimum essential coverage 
at any time during such taxable year and 
that the individual’s sincerely held religious 
beliefs would cause the individual to object 
to medical health care that would be covered 
under such coverage. 

‘‘(ii) NULLIFIED IF RECEIPT OF MEDICAL 
HEALTH CARE DURING TAXABLE YEAR.—Clause 
(i) shall not apply to an individual for any 
month during a taxable year if the individual 
received medical health care during the tax-
able year. 

‘‘(iii) MEDICAL HEALTH CARE DEFINED.—For 
purposes of this subparagraph, the term 
‘medical health care’ means voluntary 
health treatment by or supervised by a med-

ical doctor that would be covered under min-
imum essential coverage and— 

‘‘(I) includes voluntary acute care treat-
ment at hospital emergency rooms, walk-in 
clinics, or similar facilities, and 

‘‘(II) excludes— 
‘‘(aa) treatment not administered or super-

vised by a medical doctor, such as chiro-
practic treatment, dental care, midwifery, 
personal care assistance, or optometry, 

‘‘(bb) physical examinations or treatment 
where required by law or third parties, such 
as a prospective employer, and 

‘‘(cc) vaccinations.’’. 
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 

made by subsection (a) shall take effect as if 
included in the amendments made by section 
1501 of the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. SCHOCK) and the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SCHOCK. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the 
subject of the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SCHOCK. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Just yesterday, a Washington news-

paper headline read: ‘‘Worst Congress 
Ever.’’ 

The thrust of the article was an in-
dictment against Washington partisan-
ship for its failure to move significant 
legislation on behalf of the American 
people. Now, to some degree, I suppose 
we have all felt at times that Congress 
just isn’t making any laws. Of course, 
there are times, however, when Con-
gress must make no law if we are to 
honor the oath we have sworn, which is 
to support and defend the Constitution 
of the United States. Indeed, ‘‘Congress 
shall make no law respecting the estab-
lishment of religion or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof.’’ 

Today, we have the opportunity to 
work together, across the aisle, to reaf-
firm this founding principle of our de-
mocracy. Together, we will reinforce 
the constitutional protection for sin-
cere believers of all faiths against the 
unnecessary entanglement of govern-
ment with their private religious ex-
pression. H.R. 1814 slightly expands the 
religious conscience exemption of the 
Affordable Care Act to include individ-
uals with ‘‘sincerely held religious be-
liefs’’ among those eligible for an ex-
emption from the individual mandate 
penalty. 

In order to qualify for the exemption 
under the EACH Act, an individual 
must affirm on an annual tax return 
that he or she cannot purchase cov-
erage due to a sincerely held religious 
belief. This term, as defined by the U.S. 
Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission and as widely recognized by 
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